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Statistics of Civil and Criminal Justice in British India, chiefly from 
the year 1836 to 1840 inclusive. By Lieut.-Colonel. W. H. Sykes, 
RR.S. 

[Read before the Statistical Society of London, 20M March, 1843.] 

The following tables have been compiled from official reports at the 
India House, comprising many thousand manuscript pages, by the 
efficient head of the judicial department. They afford a lucid and 
authentic exposition of the working of the courts of justice in India, 
and the amount of litigation and of crime. This assertion can scarcely 
be affected by trifling discrepancies in the totals of some of the columns, 
which in a few cases have resulted from the mistakes of copyists in 
India, and in other cases explanations could be given, were it not un- 
desirable to lengthen this paper. 

Civil, Justice. 

Pleadings filed in the courts of judicature are upon paper, subject 
to a stamp duty, in lieu of fees on the institution of suits and on 
exhibits and summonses for witnesses ; which duty also extends to 
bonds, deeds of conveyance, and other instruments executed by indi- 
viduals. Stamps range in value from \^d. to 200/.; for instance, on 
bonds, receipts, deeds of gift, sale, devise, &c. &c, of the value of 32s. 
the stamp must be of the value of \\d. ; above 32s. and not exceeding 
6/. 8s., the stamp is 3d., and so on progressively up to matters of 
the value of 10,000/., upon which the stamp is 5/. 

In suits instituted in any court of judicature, and in appeals preferred 
from the judgments of any such court to a superior court, if the amount 
or value of the property claimed shall not exceed 32s, the plaint or 
petition must be written on paper, value 2s. ; if 3/. 4s., the stamp must 
be 4s. ; if 61. 8s., the stamp must be 8s. ; progressing up to 10,000/., 
upon which the paper used in the court must have a stamp of the value 
of 200/. Answers, replications, and rejoinders are to be on stamps, 
varying from Is. to 8s. Miscellaneous petitions preferred to magistrates 
respecting adultery, calumny, abusive language, theft, trespass, &c, 
must also be written on stamped paper; to a collector or magistrate, on 
paper of the value of Is. ; to a provincial court of circuit or appeal, 2s.; 
and to the Sudder Dewanny or Nizamut Adawlut, or to the Board of 
Revenue, or Board of Commissioners, on paper with a stamp value 4s. 
Authenticated copies of official papers must also be on stamped paper. 

Tenants paying rent to Government are exempt from stamp duty in 
their agreements with Government. 

The following table shows the product of stamp duties in Bengal and 
the North- West Provinces : — 



Governments. 


1838-9 


1839-40 


1840-1 


North- West Provinces. . 


Rupees. 
16,53,427 
10,73,882 


Rupees. 
18,69,848 
10,29,998 


Rupees. 
19,41,534 
11,25,647 


Total .... 


27,27,309 


28,99,846 


30,67,182 



Of the increase, 167,336 rupees is from increase of business in the 
civil courts. 
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North- West Provinces. 
Population in 1826 about 32,206,806. 

Civil justice is administered in Bengal, and in its north-west provinces 
now called the Agra Government, by the following courts: — 1st, that 
of the MoonsifF, or native judge : this is the lowest court, and the 
Moonsiff decides on suits in which Europeans are not parties ; the 
amount in litigation not exceeding 300 rupees, or 3(M. 

The next court is that of the Sudder Ameen, the j udge being generally 
a native, for original suits ; the maximum amount in litigation being 
1000 rupees, or 100^. 

The third court in the scale is that of the Principal Sudder Ameen, 
who determines for unlimited amounts, and in appeal cases from the 
Sudder Ameens, referred from the district judges. 

The District or Zillah Court follows ; the judges are Europeans, and 
take cognizance of original suits and appeals. 

The ultimate court is that of the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut, with ap- 
pellate jurisdiction only, receiving appeals from the Principal Sudder 
Ameens and district judges. 

I. — Suits in the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. 
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1838 


223 


94 


317 


243 


114 


357 


379 


180 


559 


35 


65 


100 


1839 


87 


28 


115 


157 


66 


223 


147 


61 


208 


20 


7 


27 


Years. 


■o.S 

ill 

5 So 


M 

o 

11 

$2 


"3 


si 
■in 


a 

1 
1 

9 


-a c . 

O) o "S 

£ ma 


Cases trans- 
ferred at In- 
stitution of 
the Court. 


3*3 

P 8* 

£••3 


l St 

.£ ai a 
£<>■« 


1836 


94 


231 


325 


35 




18 


. ■ 


341 


905 


580 


1837 


222 


127 


349 


38 




11 


1 




603 


317 


1838 


346 


74 


420 


32 




7 




. . 


559 


115 


1839 


113 


50 


163 


15 




3 




•• 


208 


130 




















2,275 





II. — Suits in the Subordinate Courts. 



Years. 


Depending at 
Commencement. 


Instituted. 


Disposed of. 


Depending at 
the Close. 




Original 


Appeal. Original 


Appeal. 


Original 


Appeal. 


Original 


Appeal. 


1836 

Principal Sudder Ameens 
Sudder Ameens . . 
Moonsiffs .... 


1,129 

822 

885 

16,437 


2,822 5,079 
740' .. 

2,265 
.. '42,165 


6,003 


1,074 

1,655 

5,456 

42,306 


3,190 
3,605 


752 

947 

1,075 

15,948 


1,802 
1,107 


Total . . 


19,273 


3,56249,509 

1 


6,003-50,491 


6,795 


18,722 


2,909 
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Years. 


Depending at 
Commencement. 


Instituted. 


Disposed of. 


Depending at 
the Close. 




Original 


Appeal. 


Original 


Appeal. 


Original 


Appeal. 


Original 


Appeal. 


183T 

Principal Sudder Ameens 
Sudder Ameens . . 
Moonsiffs .... 


762 

830 

1,192 

16,872 


1,836 
1,107 


5,470 

1*900 
41,985 


6,524 


696 

2,108 

4,928 

43,241 


3,990 
2,969 


589 

1,074 

927 

14,608 


2,000 
557 


Total . . 


19,656 


2,943 


49,355 


6,524 


50,973 


6,959 


17,198 


2,557 


1838 

Principal Sudder Ameens 
Sudder Ameens . . 
Moonsiffs .... 


589 

1,322 

1,412 

13,872 


2,000 
537 


3,448 

2*924 
41,303 


7,493 


338 

3,144 

5,492 

42,519 


4,493 
2,903 


82 

1,684 

1,523 

13,214 


2,181 
651 


Total . . 


17,195 


2,557 


47,675 


7,493 


51,493 


7,396 


16,503 


2,832 


1839 

Judges 

Principal Sudder Ameens 
Sudder Ameens 
Moonsiffs .... 


82 

1,684 

1,178 

13,595 


2,181 
651 


5,185 

2*451 
44,311 


7,165 

• • 


128 

3,078 

5,533 

44,801 


4,014 
2,461 


48 

1,691 

959 

13,829 


2,758 
866 


Total . . 


16,539 


2,832 


51,947 


7,165 


53,540 


6,475 


16,527 


3,624 



III. — Average Duration of a Suit. 



Years. 


Disposed of 

during the 

Year. 


Depending at 

the End of the 

Year. 


Average 
Duration. 


1836 

Sudder Dewanny Adawlut . 






905 

4,264 

5,260 

5,456 

42,306 

603 

4,686 

5,077 

4,928 

43,241 

559 

4,831 

6,047 

5,492 

42,519 

208 

4,142 

5,539 

5,533 

44,801 


580 

2,504 

2,054 

1,075 

15,948 

317 
2,589 
1,631 

927 
14,608 

115 

2,263 

2,335 

1,523 

13,214 

130 

2,806 

2,557 

959 

13,829 


Mon. Days. 
7 2 
7 5 
4 25 

2 10 
4 15 

6 9 

6 18 

3 25 

2 7 

4 1 

2 2 

5 6 
4 2 


Principal Sudder Ameens . 
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Sudder Dewanny Adawlut . 






Principal Sudder Ameens . 












1838 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut . 






Principal Sudder Ameens . 












3 6 

7 5 

8 1 
5 5 

2 

3 7 


1830 
Sudder Dewanny Adawlut . 






Principal Sudder Ameens . 
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Years. 


Relating to 
Land. 


Relating to 
Deb. 


Relating to 

Indigo, Sugar. 

Silk, &o. 


Relating to 
Religion, Caste, 


1837 
1838 
1839 


10,162 
11,097 
10,257 


38,320 
38,773 
44,067 


584 
927 
940 


79 

6) 

110 



V. — Result of Original Suits. 



Years. 


In favour of 
Plaiutiff. 


In favour of 
Defendant. 


Total. 


1836 

, , Principal Sudder Ameens . 
, , Sudder Ameens . . 


442 

1,046 

3,3'i9 

24,683 


362 

369 

836 

6,987 


804 

1,415 

4,165 

31,670 


Total .... 


29,500 


8,554 


38,054 


1837 

, , Principal Sudder Ameens . . 
, , Sudder Ameens .... 


254 

1,332 

3,329 

24,687 


266 

437 

836 

6,507 


520 

1,769 

4,165 

31,194 


Total .... 


29,034 


8,143 


37,177 


1838 

, , Principal Sudder Ameens . 
, , Sudder Ameens .... 


131 

1,638 

960 

27,751 


113 

780 

370 

6,374 


244 

2,418 

1,530 

34,125 


Total .... 


30,480 


7,637 


38,117 


1839 

, , Principal Sudder Ameens . . 


59 

1,724 

2,183 

25,578 


28 

801 

687 

5,687 


87 

2,525 

2,870 

31,265 


Total .... 


29,544 


7,203 


36,747 



VI. — Value of Property under Litigation. 


Courts. 


1S36 


1837 


1838 


1839 


Sudder Dewanny \ 
Adawlut ... . J 
Zillah Judges (Original) 
Zillah Judges (Appeal) 


Rupees. 

40,08,717 

91,00,032 
8,10,751 


Rupees. 

43,92,460 

1,61,26,852 
13,78,468 


Rupees. 

1,13,63,405 

1,22,00,379 
8,68,549 


Rupees. 

1,22,85,711 

98,62,792 
10,11,712 


Total . . 


1,39,19,500 


2,18,96,780 


2,44,32,333 


2,31,60,215 



The administration of civil justice in the North-West Provinces for the 
four years under review appears to have worked satisfactorily, particu- 
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larly in the courts of the Sudder Ameens and those of the Moonsiffs. In 
the former, not only were the yearly original suits disposed of, but also those 
referred from the district courts ; so that, with the exception of a trifling 
increase of the file in the years 1836 and 1838, a diminution of previous 
arrears took place. The Moonsiffs also, not only got through their yearly 
business, but annually diminished the previous arrears, with the exception 
of the year 1839, in which there was an increase at the end of the 
year of 234 suits. The Appellate Court also worked efficiently, for it 
annually diminished its arrears, and reduced the appeals depending in 
1836 from 580 to 130 in 1839. But the courts collectively, according 
to Table II., did more than keep down their current business ; for at 
the commencement of 1836 there were depending 19,273 original suits 
and 3,562 appeal cases, whereas, in 1839, the original suits depending 
amounted only to 16,539, and the appeals to 2,832 ; although the total 
business of the courts had increased from 49,509 original suits and 6,003 
appeals in 1836, to 51,947 original suits and 7,165 appeals in 1839. 

The efficiency of the Sudder Ameens is testified by the average time 
each suit is before them ; the maximum average duration of a suit in 
1836 being two months and ten days, and minimum average duration 
only two months in 1839. The Moonsiffs also appear in a favourable 
light ; the maximum average duration of a suit in their courts being 
four months and fifteen days in 1836, and the average minimum dura- 
tion three months and six days in 1838. Before the European courts 
suits remain considerably longer, excepting in the case of the Sudder 
Dewanny Adawlut, in 1838, when the appeal cases were decided, ave- 
raging two months and two days to each appeal. 

From Table IV. it will be seen that from one-third to one-fourth of all 
the suits related to land. 

The value of property under litigation amounted in 1836 to 1,391,950^., 
and in 1839 it had increased to 2,316,021Z. 

The population of the North- West Provinces being about 32,000,000 
and the number of the suits instituted annually about 50,000, there 
would be 1 law-suit to every 640 souls. 



Suits in 1840. 

The following results for 1840 are stated separately in consequence 
of the preceding analysis having been made before the Report for 1840 
was received. 



I. 


— Suits in the Sudder Dewanny Adawlut. 
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97 


122 


219 


51 


23 
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83 


37 


4 


5 


46 


129 


90 


Special Appeals. 


33 


54 


87 


9 


16 


3 


28 


32 


•• 


•• 


32 


60 


27 


Total . . 


130 


176 


306 


60 


3D 


12 


111 


69 
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189 


117 
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1840 


Depending 

1st January, 

1840. 


Admitted. 


Transferred 
to other 
Courts. 


Disposed of. 


Depending 

1st January. 

1841. 




Origi- 
nal. 


peal. 


Origi- 
nal. 


Ap- 
peal. 


Origi- 
nal. 


An- 
peal. 


Origi- 
nal. 


Ap- 
peal. 


Origi- 
nal. 


Ap- 
peal. 


Judges . . 
Principal Sud-) 
der Ameens J 
Sudder Ameeus 
Moonsiffs . 


48 

1,728 

1,410 
13,341 


2,758 
866 


8,373 

3,525 

7,939 
49,558 


7,835 
2,806 


8,322 

235 

815 
4,189 


3,002 

60 


78 

3,256 

7,016 
44,307 


4,403 
2,903 


21 

1,762 

1,518 
14,403 


3, 188 
709 


Total . . 


16,527 


3,624 


69,395 


10,641 


13,561 


3,062 


54,657 


4,306 


17,704 


3,897 



III. — Average Duration of a Suit. 



1S40 


Disposed of 

during the 

Year. 


Depending at 

the End of the 

Year. 


Average 
Duration. 


Sudder Dewanny Adawlut . 
Principal Sudder Ameens . 


189 

4,481 

6,159 

7,016 

44,307 


117 

3,209 

2,471 

1,518 

14.403 


Mon. Days. 

7 12 

8 17 
4 24 

2 17 

3 27 



IV. — Description of Original Suits. 



Year. 


Relating to 
Land. 


Relating to 
Debt. 


Relating to 

Indigo, Sugar, 

Silk, &c. 


Relating to 

Religion, Caste, 

&c. 


1840 


10,131 


43,238 


883 


67 



V. — Result of Original Suits. 



1840 


In favour of 
Plaintiff. 


In favour of 
Defendant. 


Total. 


, , Principal Sudder Ameens . 
, , Sudder Ameens .... 


48 

1,830 

3,726 

24,669 


10 

677 

912 

5,464 


58 

2,507 

4,638 

30,133 


Total .... 


30,273 


7,063 


37,336 



VI. — Value of Property under Litigation. 



1840 



Sudder Adawlut 
Zillah Judges . 



Original Suits. 



Rupees. 
9,2,73,740 



Appeals. 



Rupees. 
1,5,19,885 
1,0,70,921 



Total. 



Rupees. 
15,19,885 
1,03,44,661 



1,18,64,546 
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In the year 1840, the Supreme Appellate Court had got through more 
than the current business of the year, and diminished even the unim- 
portant arrears. In the European judges' courts the avrear of appeals 
had increased; the chief native judges had diminished the appeal 
arrears, and got through the current business of the year ; the inferior 
native judges in both classes had permitted a slight increase of arrears. 

The average duration of a suit in the respective courts has the favour- 
able characteristics of former years, particularly in the ultimate Court of 
Appeal. 

Of the total value of property under litigation, only 13 per cent, was 
appealed to the highest tribunal ; a fact testifying very favourably to 
the satisfaction given by the decisions of the inferior courts. 

In the five years under review, 261,154 original suits were disposed 
of by all the courts; and of this number only 2,314 were determined 
by the European judges ; 99* 14 per cent, of the whole labour, in fact, 
having been performed by the native Judges. Of the 31,931 appeals 
determined, the European courts disposed of 17,090, or 53' 52 per 
cent., leaving 46*48 per cent., even of appeals, which were decided by 
native judges. 

Bengal. 

Population in 1825, about 39,957,561. 
I. — Operations of the several Tribunals. 
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Adawlut • . 1 


661 


332 


476 


517 


293 


203 


607 


306 
> 101,987 


177 
103,256 


736 


Zillah and City") 
Judges ■ • . j 

Principal Sudder) 
Ameens . . $ 

Sudder Ameens . 

Moonsiffs , , 


5.499 
4,587 

2,770 
42,672 


16,937 
8M11 


5,140 

8,393 

4,023 

91,158 


4,318 

4,636 
2,212 
40,909 


18,063 
871729 


4,089 

9,157 

3,427 
90,641 


3,566 

5,311 

2,265 
39,142 


49,016 


Total . . 


55,528 


105,348 


108,714 


52,075 


105,792 


107,304 


50,284 





II. — Average Duration of a Suit. 



Courts. 


1838 


1839 


1840 


Before Sudder Dewanny Adawlut . . 
, , Zillah and City Judges . . 
, , Principal Sudder Ameens . . 


Yr. Mo. Dys. 
1 1 
8 
6 5 
5 15 
5 7 


Yr. Mo. Dys. 
1 3 9 
7 14 
7 6 
7 5 
5 2 


Yr. Mo. Dys. 
1 8 12 
7 18 
7 20 
7 
4 29 



1843.] 



in British India. 
Til. — Description of original Suits. 



101 



Years. 


Connected with 
Land Rent. 


Otherwise 

connected with 

Land. 


Connected with 
Debts, Wages, 


Connected with 

Caste, 

Religion, &c. 


Connected with 

Indigo, Sugar, 

Silk, fee. 


1837 
1838 
1839 


16,429 
16,403 
16,204 


8,350 
6,859 
5,516 


67,022 
66,013 
63,556 


542 
609 
518 


2,816 
3,517 
3,352 



IV. — Appellate Jurisdiction over the several Classes of Native Judges. 



Courts. 


Appealable. 


Appealed. 


Affirmed. 


Modi6ed or 
reversed. 




1838 


1839 


1838 


1839 


1838 


1839 


1S38 


1839 


Principal Sudder 1 
Ameens . . . ) 
Sudder Ameens . • 
Moonsiffs . . . . 


7,674 

2,509 
58,405 


8,096 

2,632 
56,097 


1,503 

888 
7,995 


1,372 

907 
8,898 


601 

410 
3,430 


619 

417 

3,882 


635 

290 
2,984 


761 

318 
3,570 



V. — Value of Property under Litigation at the End of each of the Three 

Years- 



Courts and Suits. 


1837 


1838 


1839 


Before Sudder Dewanny Adawltit . . 
Before the other Courts : — 


Rupees. Rupees. 
60,27,379 94,79,399 

1,70,89,319 1,56,42,634 
16,90,988| 17,00,286 


Rupees. 

1,12,10,737 

1,67,03,183 
2,96,96,695 




2,48,07,686! 


5,76,10,615 



The working of the civil courts in Bengal does not exhibit exactly the 
same features as their operation in the North- West Provinces ; less busi- 
ness was done in the appellate court of Sudder Dewanny Adawlut in the 
year 1839 than in the preceding years to 1836, inclusive ; and more appeals 
were depending in 1839 than in 1836, 1837, and 1838. In the courts of 
the Principal Sudder Ameens also business appeared to have accumulated ; 
but in those of the Sudder Ameens, and particularly in the lowest courts, 
those of the Moonsiffs, arrears had been diminished ; for instance, in 
1836 there were 42,672 suits depending before the moonsiffs, while on 
the 1st January, 1840, there were only 37,778. In the European courts 
also no accumulation of suits had taken place ; and, taking the results 
of the labours of the whole courts, excepting the Sudder Dewanny, there 
had been an annual diminution of preceding arrears. In regard to the 
time consumed in suits, the courts of the North- Western Provinces have 
considerably the advantage in celerity. In the Bengal Appellate Court 
the average time consumed in each suit varied from a year, in 1838, to 
one year eight months and twelve days, in 1840. In the other Euro- 
pean courts, the time consumed was much the same as in the North- West 
Provinces ; but in the native courts it was considerably more, being 
nearly three times the amount in the Sudder Ameens courts, about two- 
fifths more in the Principal Sudder Ameens, in all the years, and about 
a fourth more in the Moonsiffs courts in the years 1838 and 1839. In 
appeals there seems a somewhat larger proportion than in the North- 
West Provinces, and a greater number of reversals. 
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The population of Bengal being about 40,000,000, and the suits 
instituted about 105,000 annually, the proportion of law-suits to souls 
would be nearly 1 to 381. The value of property litigated rose from 
2,480,768/., in 1837, to 5,761,061/., in 1839. 

Suits in 1840. 
The Report for the year 1840 was not received until after the pre- 
ceding analyses had been made ; it is, therefore, stated separately. 

I. — Operations of the several Tribunals. 



Courts. 


Depending 

1st January, 

1840. 


Admitted. 


Disposed of. 


Depending 

31st December, 

1840. 


Sudder Dewanny Adawlut . 
Zillah and City Judges. 
Principal Sudder Araeens . 
Sudder Ameens .... 


736 

3,219 

5,799 

2,204 

37,788 


374 

25,877 

10,659 

3,968 

99,516 


445 

24,926 

10,878 

3,797 

95,703 


665 

4,170 

5,580 

2,375 

41,601 




49,746 


140,394 


136,749 


54,391 



II. — Average Duration of a Suit before the several Tribunals during the 

last Five Years. 



Sudder Dewanny Adawlut 
Zillah and City Judges 
Principal Sudder Ameens 
Sudder Ameens . 
Moonsiffs .... 



Year. Months. Days. 



10 
10 

7 

7 
5 



5 
19 

9 
19 
16 



IN — Description of Original Suits. 



Connected 

with 
Land Rent. 


Otherwise 

connected with 

Land. 


Connected with 
Debts, Wages, 


Connected with 

Caste, Religion, 

&e. 


Connected with 

Indigo, Sugar, 

Silk, &c. 


17,579 


8,491 


43,098 


568 


4,009 



IV. — Appellate Jurisdiction over the several Classes of Native Judges. 



Courts. 


Appealable. 


Appealed. 


Affirmed. 


Modified, 

or 
Reversed. 


Principal Sudder Ameens . 
Sudder Ameens .... 


7,950 

2,558 

57,189 


1,895 
1,016 
8,902 


726 

503 

4,152 


856 

316 

3,135 



V.— Value of the Property under Litigation at the end of the Year. 



Before Sudder Adawlut . 
Before other Courts : — 

Original .... 

Appeals .... 



Rupees. 

1,18,27,100 

2,17,76,674 
26,34,897 
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The working of the Bengal civil courts during 1840 calls for little 
remark. On the whole, the results appear satisfactory. The Supreme 
Court and the courts of the chief native judges had got through the 
business of the year, and diminished part of their arrears. The Sudder 
Ameens courts had left but a trifling accumulation. In those of the 
European judges and Moonsiffs, there had been an increase of arrears. 
Of the appealable cases decided by the native courts, 25 per cent, had 
been appealed from the decisions of the chief native judges, 39 per 
cent, from the inferior native judges, and 15 per cent, only from the 
decisions of the Moonsiffs. Of the total amount of property litigated 
before the whole of the courts below the Supreme Appellate Court, only 
10 per cent, was appealed; but the value of the property left to the 
decision of the Supreme Court was 48 per cent, of the whole property 
litigated. The average time occupied in the decision of each suit in all 
the courts was greater than in the courts of the North-West Provinces, 
or in those of Bombay. 

Madras. 
Population, about 13,046,484. 

The administration of civil justice under Madras is by — 

1st. Village Moonsiffs, who receive and try suits for any amount not 
exceeding 10 rupees (1/.), and their decrees are not liable to appeal. 

2nd. District Moonsiffs try suits not exceeding 1,000 rupees (100/.) ; 
all other suits for any amount not exceeding 5,000 rupees (500/.), must 
be brought before the Zillah Court (European), by which they may be 
referred for trial to the under-mentioned officers. 

3rd. Sudder Ameens (natives), if not exceeding 2,500 rupees (250/.). 

4th. Registers (European), if not exceeding 3,000 rupees (300/.). 

5th. Principal Sudder Ameens, auxiliary or assistant judges, or the 
Zillah judges themselves, as far as 5,000 rupees (500/.). 

6th. Provincial courts are to try suits for any amount exceeding 
5,000 rupees (500/.). 

An appeal to a higher tribunal may be preferred from every decree, 
excepting only those passed by the Village Moonsiffs. 

Panchauts (jury arbitrations) are vested with unlimited jurisdiction ; 
but this tribunal is scarcely at all resorted to. 

It may be as well to state here that judicial officers in India, whether 
European or native, are paid by fixed salaries exclusively. Stamped 
paper is used as in Bengal. 



I. — Suits before the 


Village 


Moonsiffs. 






Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 
1839. 


3d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1840.- 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


1st Half 

of 
1841. 


Annual 
Averageof 
3 Years, 




2,939 


2,106 


2,003 


1,818 


2,108 


1,634 


4,2021 


Disposed of — 

On the merits . . 
By Default .... 
By Razanamah . . . 


1,569 

1,293 

739 


1,084 
730 
556 


988 
575 
537 


922 
421 
505 


1,084 
492 
602 


754 
394 
406 


•• 


Total. . . . 


3,601 


2,370 


2,100 


1,845 


2,178 


1,554 


4,549J 




2,285 


2,189 


2,008 


1,908 


1,854 


1,927 


•• 
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Suits. 


2d Half 

or 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 
1830. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1840. 


2d Half 

of 

1840. 


1st Half 

of 
1841. 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Years. 




28,739 
494 


27,679 
670 


29,294 
341 


25,700 
286 


28,908|25,339 

4421 846 

i 


"m\ 




•29,233 


28,349 


29,635 


25,986 


29,35026,185 


56,246 


Disposed of — 
On the merits . . . 
By Default .... 
By Razanamah . 


12,400 
7,580 
6,508 


12,231 
7,811 
6,455 


12,252 
9,237 
7,064 


11,035 
7,679 
5,899 


1 

11,832 11,304 

8,490 7,797 

7,482 7,179 


•• 


Total . . . 


26,488 


26,497 


28,553 


24,61327,804 26,280 


53,411§ 




21 ,241 


22,178 


21,858 


21,939 23,01821,606 

1 i 


•• 



III. — Original Suits before the severed Zillah Courts. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 
1830. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 

1840. 


2d Half 

of 

1840. 


1st Half 

of 

1841. 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Years. 




5,607 


4,295 


6,225 


4,448 


5,483 


4,731 


10,263 


Disposed of — 
By Judges, Assistant 1 
Judges, and Principal > 
Sudder Ameens . . J 
By Registers. . • . 
By Sudder Ameens . . 


633 

422 
3,834 


698 

245 
3,094 


760 

233 
4,111 


563 

155 
3,243 


739 

247 
4,202 


60S 

143 
3,027 


s . 


Total .... 


4,889 


4,037 '5,104 


3,961 


5,188 


3,778 


8 ,985 J 



IV. — Appeals from Assistant Judges to Zillah Judges. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

or 

1839. 


2d Hair 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1840. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


la Hair 

of 
1841. 


Annual 
Average oE 
3 Years. 




42 


29 


45 


42 


49 


68 


91| 


By Razanamah . . . 


7 

18 

3 

1 


12 

17 

1 


7 

23 

4 

2 


6 

14 


14 

18 

1 


5 

17 
4 


•• 


Total .... 


29 


30 


36 


20 


33 


26 


58 
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V. — Appeals from Native Judges or Principal Sudder Ameens to Zillah 

Judges. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 
1839. 


2d Half 

or 

1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1840. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


1st Half 

of 

1841. 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Years. 




14 


5 


5 


5 


16 


21 


22 




5 
9 


2 
1 


2 
2 


°2 


1 
1 


3 

a 


•• 












Total. . . . 


14 


3 


4 


2 


2 


8 


11 



VI. — Appeals from Registers to 


Zillah Judge 


s. 




Suits. 


2d Half 

or 

1838. 


1st Half 

of 

1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1840. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


1st Half 

of 
1841.- 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Years. 




-70 


45 


76 


27 


50 


61 


135 


By Razanamah . . . 


19 

44 

3 

2 


11 

13 
1 
4 


15 

21 
9 
5 


7 

24 

2 

2 


9 

36 

2 

3 


10 

28 

3 

1 


• • 
» • 


Total .... 


68 


29 


50 


35 


50 


42 


914 



VII. — Appeals from Sudder Ameens to Zillah Ju 


ages. 




Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 
1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1840. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


1st Half 

of 
1841. 


Annual 

Average of 
3 Years. 




478 


480 


651 


471 


568 


552 


1,066 


By Razanamah . . . 


121 

206 

27 

16 


55 

113 
17 

18 


106 

208 

31 

21 


87 

154 

17 

5 


110 

161 

25 

11 


86 

137 

27 

16 


• • 


Total .... 


370 


203 


366 


263 


307 


266 


591J 



VIII. — Appeals from District Moonsiffs to Zillah Judges. 



Salts. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 

1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 

1840. 


24 Half 

of 

1840. 


1st Half 

of 

1841. 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Years. 




663 


564 


777 


490 


685 


725 


1,3014 


By Razanamah. . . . 


87 

130 

22 

26 


6> 

111 

26 

16 


85 

142 

23 

17 


61 

145 

23 

12 


64 

106 

28 

13 


72 
88 
32 
14 


• • 


Total .... 


265 


215 


267 


241 


211 


206 


468} 
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IX. — Appeals from Sudder Ameens to Registers. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 

1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 

1810. 


2d Half 

of 
1810. 


1st Half 

of 
1811. 


Annual 

Average of 
3 Years. 




130 


136 


181 


153 


171 


149 


306§ 


Reversed 

By Razanamah .... 


27 

68 

6 

7 


24 

46 

9 

5 


30 

58 
8 
3 


33 

75 

1 

3 


44 

86 

6 

10 


20 

49 

3 

4 




Total .... 


108 


84 


99 


112 


146 


76 


208| 



X. — Appeals from District Moonsiffs to Registers. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 

1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 

1810. 


2d Half 

of 
1810. 


1st Half 

of 

1811. 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Yeurs. 




126 


122 


93 


48 


63 


47 


166J 


By Razanamah. . 


22 

54 

5 

3 


15 

19 

3 

5 


15 

46 

3 

7 


14 

33 

1 

4 


7 

19 
2 
1 


23 

33 

2 


• • 


Total .... 


84 


42 


71 


52 


29 


58 


112 



XL.— Appeals from District Moonsiffs to Sudder Ameens. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 

1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1810. 


2d Half 

of 
1810. 


1st Half 

of 

1811. 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Years. 




264 


229 


420 


376 


331 


483 


701 


By Razanamah. . . . 


109 

150 

8 

11 


81 

104 

5 

2 


133 

202 

15 

6 


112 

158 

11 

4 


158 

193 

19 

7 


151 

243 

12 

5 


•• 


Total .... 


278 


192 


356 


285 


377 


411 


633 



XII. — Suits and 


Appeals depending in the several Zillah Courts. 





2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 

1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 

1840. 


2d Half 

of 

1810. 


1st Half 

of 
1811. 


Suits ..... 


6,233 


6,432 


7,098 


7,337 


7,296 


7,709 
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XIII. — Description of the Parties in the foregoing Suits. 



Suitors. 


Zemindars. 


Reuters. 


Ryots. 


Merchants 

and 

Others. 


Plaiotiffi .... 
Defendants .... 


18,555 
24,832 


8,027 
13,459 


47,251 
100,119 


131,573 
108,903 



XIV. — Original Suits before the Provincial Courts. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 
1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 

1840. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


UtHalf 

of 
1841. 


Annual 

Average of 

3 Years. 




23 


14 


12 


17 


17 


24 


35§ 


Disposed of — 
On the merits . . . 
By Default .... 
By Razanamah . . . 


12 
3 
5 


17 
1 
2 


U 
6 

2 


11 
1 
4 


18 
9 


6 
3 
1 


• • 


Total. . . . 


20 


20 


19 


16 


25 


10 


3§ 




80 


74 


67 


68 


60 


74 


•• 



XV. — Appeals before the Provincial Courts 






Appeals. 


2d Half 

of 

1838. 


1st Half 

of 

1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1840. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


1st Half 

of 
1S41. 


Annual 

Average of 

3 Years. 




60 


56 


75 


63 


107 


42 


134J 


By Razanamah. . . . 


20 
54 
18 
17 


15 

25 

10 

2 


24 

28 
9 
2 


30 

38 

5 

3 


26 

40 

19 

5 


9 
27 

4 
2 




Total .... 


109 


52 


63 


76 


90 


42 


144 




188 


192 


204 


191 


208 


225 


- • 



XVI. — Appeals before the Sudder Adawlut. 



Appeals. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


UtHalf 

of 
1839. 


2d Half 

of 
1839. 


UtHalf 

of 
1840. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


UtHalf 

of 
1841. 


Annual 
Average of 
3 Years. 




5 


2 


7 


5 


7 


2 


94 




3 
1 

1 


2 


2 
4 
1 


4 

'i 


2 
4 
1 


'i 

3 


m , 




21 


27 


30 


42 


42 


57 


73 
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XVII. 



■Original Suits disposed of, and how many, by the several 
Kuropean Tribunals. 



Suits. 


2d Half 

of 
1838. 


1st Half 

of 
1839. 


3d Half 

of 
1839. 


1st Half 

of 
1810. 


2d Half 

of 
1840. 


1st Half 

of 

1841. 




35,023 


32,955 


35,805 


30,454 


35,211 


31,681 


By Provincial Courts,! 

Judges, Assistant Judges, > 
and Registers ... .J 


986 


889 


993 


678 


934 


811 


By the other Tribunals . . 


34,037 


32,066 


34,812 


29,776 


34,255 


30,870 



The tables speaking for themselves, it will not be necessary to do 
more than to point out the satisfactory efficiency of the native judges in 
the administration of civil justice, whether as respects the amount of 
business done or the general soundness of their decisions ; to which tes- 
timony is borne by the comparative fewness of the appeals and the 
moderate number of reversals. The great mass of the business before 
the courts would appear, from Table XVII., to be done by natives. 
Among 195,816 suits disposed of, only 5,291 or 2 *70 per cent, were 
determined by European judges; 97*30 per cent, of the whole business 
having been done by the native judges. 

The only judges whose average annual decisions, according to the 
tables, exceed the average annual suits instituted, thus gradually ex- 
tinguishing arears, are the village Moonsiffs, who are natives, and the 
judges of the provincial courts, who are Europeans ; the former averag- 
ing an excess of annual decisions over new suits of 3464, and the latter 
in original suits, 1, and in appeals, 10 annually. The most formidable 
accumulation of arrears is represented by the tables to be in the Zillah 
Courts, both in the branches of original suits and in appeals from inferior 
courts ; also in the district Moonsiffs' courts. The Supreme Court would 
appear to proceed slowly. . Considering the very heavy amount of suits 
(53,411) annually decided by the district Moonsiffs, the average appeals 
(1,301) against their decisions, or about 1 appeal in every 47 deci- 
sions, of which not one-third are reversed, seems creditable to their 
judgment and integrity. 



Bombay. 

Population, about 6,270,461. 

The following tables exhibit the operations of the civil courts of 
Bombay from the last six months of 1837 to the last six months of 
1841 inclusive: — 

In the whole period comprised in the above analysis, 309,783 original 
suits were instituted, and the number disposed of was 306,222, leaving 
8,848 on the files ; a number considerably less than two months' ave- 
rage labour of the several courts. Original jurisdiction is almost ex- 
clusively exercised by the native judges ; for, of the whole number of 
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1843.] Criminal Justice in British India. Ill 

suits, 302,607, or 98 "81 per cent., were decided by them. The total 
number of appeals from their decrees was 12,324, or 1 in 24 suits ; a 
proportion, adverting to the subsequent affirmations, highly creditable to 
the integrity of their decisions. Of this number 11,216 were disposed 
of; 6,270 being affirmed, 1,496 altered, and 3,450 reversed. The re- 
turns indicate that the European agents decided 3,615 original suits; 
and the appeals from them amounted, including second appeals, to 2,890, 
or nearly 80 per cent., of which 2,256 were disposed of; 1,326 being 
affirmed, 219 altered, and 711 reversed. The appeals to the Supreme 
Appellate Court were 713, of which 658 were disposed of; 347 being 
affirmed, 27 remanded, and 234 reversed, and the rest dismissed or 
adjusted. The number of appeals on the file at the commencement of the 
year being about the average number disposed of in the year, there was, 
consequently, not any accumulation of arrears. The short period that 
suits are before the courts is manifested by the fact, that at the end of 
the year 1841, all the courts had not two months' work before them. 

The average value of property constantly in litigation before the courts 
in original suits is about 191,433/., and of this the average amount ap- 
pealed is only 8,465/. 

A feature in the administration of civil justice in Bombay is the 
frequent reference of matters in dispute by the parties to a panchaet, or 
jury of five persons, who give their voluntary aid to decide between the 
litigants. 

A feature, also characterizing the Bombay Returns, is the specification 
of the debtors in gaol ; and much to the credit of the Revenue Adminis- 
tration under Bombay, it is seen that in the last half of 1841 there was 
not a single debtor in gaol for arrears of land-tax due to Government ; 
and during the whole period under review only forty-five farmers had 
been confined for arrears. The pressure of the land-lax, therefore, 
would seem to be much less than it is usually supposed. 

Criminal Justice. 

Madras. 

Population, about 13,046,484. 

Criminal justice is administered under this presidency by the follow- 
ing authorities, viz. : — 1st, village police; 2nd, district police (both of 
which are in the hands of natives) ; 3rd, magistrates and their as- 
sistants : 4th, criminal courts (a few of which are under natives) ; 5th, 
courts of circuit ; and 6th, foujdarry adawlut. The village police has 
jurisdiction only over the most petty offences, and has no power of 
punishment beyond confinement for a few hours. The district police 
possesses jurisdiction somewhat more extensive, with power to impose a 
fine of three rupees (6s.), or to confine for twenty-four hours. The 
jurisdiction of the other tribunals rises gradually higher and higher ; 
and every capital sentence, or sentence of transportation, requires the 
sanction of the foujdarry adawlut. 

The following is a table of the operation of these several tribunals 
during the two half years, commencing with the 1st of July, 1839, and 
ending with the 30th of June, 1840:— 
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Criminal Justice 



[May, 



Tribunals and Sentences. 



Village Police. 



Accused of Petty Assaults 
Accused of Petty Thefts 



Discharged or Acquitted . 
Confined in Village Choultry 
Confined in Village Stocks . 



District Police. 

Accused 

Discharged or Acquitted . , 

Convicted 

Under Examination. . . , 



Fined .... 
Confined in Choultry 
Confined in Stocks . 
Flogged .... 



Magistracy. 

Accused 

Discharged or Acquitted 

Convicted 

Under Examination . . 



Fined 
Imprisoned 
Flogged . 



Criminal Courts. 



Number of Cases . 
Number of Prisoners 



Released unconditionally . . 
Released on Security . . . 
Detained on demand of Security 
Convicted and Punished . 
Committed for Trial . . . 
Transferred to other Courts . . 
Died 



Under Examination 



Imprisoned 
Fined 



Imprisoned and Fined . 
Imprisoned and Flogged 



Last Half 

of 

1839. 



2,255 
506 



1,148 

1,103 

510 



40,200 

13,838 

1,193 



9,026 

4,460 

197 

118 



2,853 

1,409 

53 



854 
454 
101 



1,511 

181 

173 

1,135 

964 

10 

4 



666 

245 

14 

36 

174 



Total. 



2,761 



2,761 



55,231 

55,231 



13,801 



4,315 
4,315 



1,409 



1,937 
4,234 



3,978 
256 



4,234 



1,135 



First Half 

of 

1840. 



2,493 
446 



1,217 

1,241 

481 



39,057 

13,602 

1,193 



9,154 

3,944 

287 

152 



2,384 

1,286 

7 



873 

358 

55 



1,167 
116 
145 

1,005 
836 

"ll 



582 

270 

25 

42 



Total. 



2,939 



2,939 



53,852 
53,852 



13,537 



3,677 
3,677 



1,286 



1,703 
3,518 



3,280 
238 



3,518 



1,005 
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Tribunals and Sentences. 


Last Half 

of 

1839. 


Total. 


First Half 

of 

18-10. 


Total. 


Courts ov Circuit. 




410 
1,195 


279 

36 

367 

156 

7 

6 

8 

5 


387 




337 

75 

414 

200 

85 

21 

9 

1 


898 


Referred to Fouidarry Adawlut . . . 
Returned to Criminal Courts . • . . 


1,142 
53 






864 
34 






17 

18 

144 

188 




13 

3 

197 

192 

9 






1,195 


898 


Flogged and Imprisoned, above 7 years • 
Imprisoned, 7 years and upwards • • 


414 


367 




4 
5 
66 
2 
1 


23 

19 

223 

1 

1 

8 


Foujdarry Adawi-ut. 
Number of Trials before the Court . . 


83 
184 


127 

288 




78 
106 










275 
13 






31 

2 

67 

9 

4 

59 

1 

48 
2 




21 

7 

18 

5 

1 
3 
1 

10 






184 


288 


Transportation and Flogging .... 

Imprisonment for more than 7, and not) 
more than 14 Years, with Flogging. . J 

Imprisonment for not more than 7 Years,) 
Released under Special Considerations . 


66 


223 









114 Criminal Justice 

The following is an analysis of the preceding table : 



[May, 



Tribunals. 



Accused. 



Last Half 

of 

1839. 



First Half 

of 

1840. 



Discharged or 
Acquitted. 



Last Half 

of 

1839. 



First Half 

of 

1840. 



Village Police 

District Police 

Magistracy 

Criminal Courts ........ 

Courts of Circuit 

Foujdarry Adawlut, included in preceding) 
Courts J 

Total 

Deduct Acquitted 

Total found Guilty 



2,761 
55,231 
4 315 
4, 234 
1,195 

184 



2,939 

53,852 

3,677 

3,518 

898 

288 



1,148 

40,200 

2,853 

1,692 

433 



1,217 

39,057 

2,384 

1,283 

321 

42 



67,736 
46,326 



64,884 
44,262 



46,326 



44,262 



21,410 



20,622 



For the first period, therefore, taking the population at the low esti- 
mate of 13,046,484, there was 1 conviction to every 609 souls ; and for 
the second period, 1 conviction to every 633 souls. 

In 1839 there were tried in England and Wales 24,443 persons, ex- 
clusive of the police cases, which constitute the great bulk of the 
Madras offences; and of the 24,443 there were 56 persons condemned 
to death, while by the Madras courts there were 21. The transporta- 
tions for life from England were 205, and from Madras 25. In 1840, 
in England and Wales there were tried 21,181 persons, and 71 were 
condemned to death ; under Madras, of the 20,622 persons found guilty 
31 were condemned to death. From England 238 were transported for 
life, and from Madras 69. But the fact is, that to establish a proper 
comparison between the state of crime under Madras and in England, 
all the committals by the courts below the magistrates' courts must be 
deducted from the Indian returns, as they are merely police cases, which 
do not authorize more than a few hours' confinement or a petty fine. 
This deduction made, the comparison would be favourable to Madras, 
not less in the number than in the character of the offences. 



Bengal. 

Population, about 39,957,561. 

I. — Proceedings before Magistrates and Officers subordinate to them. 



Committals and Convictions. 



183T 



1838 



1839 



1840 



Prisoners 

Acquitted 

Convicted 

Committed for Trial before Sessions Judge 
Pending 



62,404 

20,610 

36,071 

3,948 

1,368 



58,042 

17,972 

34,186 

3,327 

1,807 



59,816 

17,247 

36,126 

3,869 

2,162 



66,354 

19,547 

40,118 

3,597 

2,449 
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II.— Proceedings before Sessions Judges. 



III. — Proceedings be/ore the Nizamut Adawlut. 
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Committals and Convictions. 


1S3T 


1838 


1839 


1840 


Acquitted 

Referred to Nizamut Adawlut .... 


4,411 
903 

2,414 
541 
423 


3,790 
841 

2,031 
4c 8 
365 


4,313 
825 

2,067 
533 
804 


4,436 

1,001 

2,302 

508 

469 







Committals and Convictions. 



1837 



1838 



1839 



1840 



Under Reference 
Acquitted . . 
Convicted . 
Pending . . 



690 
119 

417 
127 



657 
171 
318 
118 



646 
146 
278 
146 



744 

228 

365 

89 



IV. — Sentences. 



Sentences. 



183T 



1838 



1839 



1840 



Death 

Transportation ..... 
Imprisonment for Life . . . 
Ditto, for 14 Years and upwards 
Ditto, for 7 Years and upwards. 
Ditto, for 3 Years and upwards. 
Ditto, for a shorter period . 
Ditto, from 1 to 16 Years . . 
Ditto, for less than 1 Year . 



30 

9 

100 

•229 

935 

1,558 

17,608 



38 

'*81 

154 

681 

1,634 

15,760 



25 
15 
57 



5,300 
13,378 



27 

8 

95 



6,059 
14,644 



From Table I. it would appear that the annual amount of prisoners 
tried by the magistrates and officers subordinate to them, consisting of 
the Sudder and Principal Ameens, who may try felonies and offences 
not affecting life (no criminal jurisdiction being vested in a native 
judge below the rank of Sudder Ameen), did vary considerably ; but the 
variations do not manifest a progressive annual increase of crime, as in 
England; there being 4,000 prisoners less in 1838 than in 1837, 
although in 1840 there were nearly 4,000 more than in 1831. The 
variations, therefore, may be looked upon as fortuitous. The population 
of Bengal being estimated at 40,000,000 (39,957,561) of souls, and the 
numbers convicted in 1837 being 38,902, only 1 person in every 
1,028 souls was found guilty of an offence. In 1840 the convictions 
were 42,785, the proportion to the population being as 1 to 935 souls. 
In both instances these results bear a very favourable comparison with 
the number of offences at Madras., In the years 1838, 1839, and 1840 
the sentences of death in Bengal were respectively 38, 25, and 27, 
while in England for those years the numbers were 116, 56, and 77. 
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The practice in Bengal of having recourse to imprisonment for life 
rather than to transportation for heavy offences, prevents rigid com- 
parison with England; but, adding together the number transported 
and the number imprisoned for life as types of the highest order of 
crimes, and comparing these with the transportations for life in England, 
also as types of the highest order of crimes, we shall see that the numbers 
in Bengal for the years 1838, 1839, and 1840 were respectively 81, 72, 
and 103, while in England for those years the transportations for life 
were respectively 266, 205, and 238 ! 

The Bengal returns, like those of Madras, include the police cases, and 
if these were deducted, the comparison of the amount of crime in Bengal 
with the amount of crime in England would be highly favourable to the 
former. In London alone the number of persons taken up by the 
police averages annually about 1 in 27 of the whole number of inhabit- 
ants! 

I add to these notices of the criminal statistics of Bengal a very lucid 
exposition of the criminal statistics of the fifth or Benares division of 
the Agra Government, under the commissionership of Mr. E. P. Smith, 
of the Bengal civil service. It must have been compiled with very con- 
siderable labour, aud it is the only table in this form I have met with 
in going through the prodigious masses of manuscript reports from the 
Bengal and Madras Governments. (See p. 116 ) 



Bombay. 
Population, about 6,270,461. 

The following tables exhibit the proceedings of the Criminal Courts 
from 1838 to 1841 inclusive : — 



I. — Prisoners. 



Period. 


Apprehended 
within the 
Half Year. 


Remaining 
from last 
Half Year. 


Total 
in Custody. 


First half of 1838 
Second ditto 

First half of 1839 
Second ditto 

First half of 1840 
Second ditto . • 

First half of 1841 
Second ditto . 


■ • 




21,929 
24,044 

23,285 
23,761 

23,700 
22,968 

24,204 
24,830 


1,536 
1,683 

1,263 
1,040 

1,010 
915 

770 
800 


23,465 
25,727 

24,548 
24,801 

24,710 
23,883 

24,974 
25,630 
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Criminal Justice 
1 1 . — Convictions. 



[May, 



Period and Tribunal. 


Acquitted. 


Convicted. 


Remaining. 


Total. 


First half of 1838. 

By District Police 

By Magistrates and Assistants • 
By Sessions Judges and Assistants . 


6,992 
4,116 

471 


5,393 

3,926 

822 


1,139 
369 
233 


13,524 

8,411 

1,526 

4 




23,465 


Second half of 1838. 
Tribunals not distinguished . 


13,507 


10,953 

• * 


1,263 


25,723 
4 




25,727 


First half of 1839. 

By Magistrates and Assistants . . 
By Sessions Judges and Assistants . 


7,998 

3,461 

604 


8,158 

2,283 

987 


398 
398 

244 


16,554 

6,142 

1,835 

17 




24,548 


Second Half of 1839. 

By Magistrates and Assistants . . 
By Sessions Judges and Assistants . 


8,353 

3,111 

440 


8,898 

2,178 

805 

• t 


430 
314 

266 

• • 


17,681 
5,603 
1,511 

6 




24,801 


First half of 1840. 

By Magistrates and Assistants . • 
By Sessions Judges and Assistants • 


8,982 

2,681 

604 


8,549 

2,148 

829 


444 
356 
115 

• • 


17,975 
6,185 
1,548 

2 




24,710 


Second half of 1840. 

By Magistrates and Assistants . • 
By Sessions Judges and Assistants • 


9,353 

2,202 

357 


8,574 

1,959 

662 


367 
250 
153 


18,294 

4,411 

1,172 

6 




23,883 
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Period and Tribunal. 


Acquitted. 


Convicted. 


Remaining. 


Total. 


First half of 1841. 

By Magistrates and Assistants . . 
By Sessions Judges and Assistants . 
Deaths and Escapes 


10,346 

1,886 

305 


9,231 

1,887 

517 


329 

245 
226 


19,906 

4,018 

1,048 

2 




24,974 


Second half of 1841. 

By Magistrates and Assistants . . 
By Sessions Judges and Assistants • 


9,354 

1,908 

343 


10,253 

2,075 

920 


396 
142 
235 
• • 


20,003 

4,125 

1,498 

4 




25,630 



Proceedings of the 


Foujdarry, or 


Highest Criminal Court. 




Period. 
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First half of 1838 . 


197 


13 


184 


11 


8 


11 


151 


181 


3 




Second ditto . . 


184 


12 


172 


20 


39 


9 


104 


172 






First half of 1839 . 


321 


16 


305 


26 


121 


1 


157 


305 






Second ditto . . . 


156 


28 


12S 


10 


40 


7 


71 


128 


* a 


» K 


First half of 1840 


125 


13 


111 


10 


21 


11 


69 


111 


"• 


1 



The sentences of death for five half years average 15-f-ths, trans- 
portation 45fths, imprisonment for life 7^-ths. The native tribunals 
took cognizance of minor offences, and not only was the great mass of 
labour performed by them, but the Reports state that it was performed 
very satisfactorily. The population under the Bombay Government is 
about 6,270,461, and as the total number of convictions in four years by 
all the courts, including police cases, was 91,999, or about 23,000 
annually, there was one conviction to every 273 souls, and the offences 
to the population varied from 1 in 90 in Barrach, 1 in 91 in Poona, 
1 in 95 in Ahmednugger, 1 in 219 in Surat city, 1 in 245 in 
Ahmedabad, to 1 in 509 in the Dharwar Collectorate. 

The returns of criminal justice from India do not comprise any 
details of the trials of Thugs ; because the jurisdiction created for the 
suppression of Thuggee was independent of the criminal courts. The 
absence of these details is of the less moment, as it is understood that 
the agents specially appointed for the suppression of the atrocities of the 
Thugs have been so eminently successful throughout India, that the 
immediate extinction of the nefarious fraternity is fully anticipated. 



